
 
BLACKO HOSPICE 
COMMITTEE – THE 

FACTS! 
 Since 1999, the hard-working 

group and its supporters have 
raised £79,000 

 Blacko and Fence committees 
are the last two fundraising 
groups, mainly because the 
Hospice itself has its own 
fundraising team. 

 Last year the Hospice helped 
1,200 patients 

 Hospice shops are being 
modernised, and a new shop 
was opened in Barrowford this 
year 

 The NHS provides 25% of the 
running costs and £2.8M is 
raised by donations from 
individuals and groups such as 
our committee 

 

The committee’s chairman, Jean 
Kippax, told Blacko News that its 
ever-popular stall will be at the Village 
Show and Family Fun Day on 3rd 
September! 

FROM OUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

CO-ORDINATOR, TOM ROOT 
 

HAPPILY, Blacko’s crime rate is 
relatively low. To help keep it that way, 
the village has a brand new 
‘Neighbourhood Watch’ Face Book page, 
moderated by Tom Root of Beverley 
Road. It’s a digital resource where 
villagers can share ideas, support, advice 
and information.  
   Neighbourhood Watch is about local 
crime prevention, so please continue to 
report all incidents directly to the police 
through the normal channels.  The best 
form of defence against all types of 
criminality is for homeowners and 
neighbours to be vigilant, take suitable 
precautions and talk to each other!  
   The page will review local crime, 
detailing precautions to prevent future 
problems. In recent years the village has 
endured garage break-ins, theft of 
possessions from inside cars and other 
misconduct. Talking about these issues in 
an accessible, open forum will raise 
awareness and help us all protect 
ourselves, our property and our 
belongings. 
    Please search for the group ‘Blacko 
Neighbourhood Watch’ on Facebook. 
Read the posts, get involved and help keep 
Blacko safe! 

THE LAST WORD, BOULES 
AND ALL! 

   I WRITE this on the morning of judging day 
for Britain in Bloom, so I think it is appropriate 
to say how well the village looks and offer my 
thanks to all those who have been involved.  In 
the last edition I mentioned our intention to 
create a boules court on the recreation ground 
with help from a grant from Barrowford & 
Western Parishes and Sport England (SE). I 
have just received confirmation from SE that 
they will support our grant application, and, 
subject to completion of the administration 
process, we can progress to create the court.  
The work will not start before the village show, 
which will have an additional attraction next 
year!  

Merchant Navy Day 
While many people know that 3rd of September 
1939 marked the outbreak of the Second World 
War, few are aware that it also marks the first 
major maritime casualty, the merchant vessel  
SS Athenia, torpedoed just a few hours after 
hostilities were declared, with the loss of 128 
passengers and crew. Although many hundreds 
of merchant ships and thousands of seafarers 
would meet the same fate in the years to come, 
3rd of September is now enshrined as 
“Merchant Navy Day” to honour the brave men 
and women who kept our island afloat during 
both world wars.  To acknowledge our thanks 
to these brave people we will be flying the Red 
Ensign at the war memorial on the weekend of 
Sunday 3rd September.  Neil Hodgson, 
Chairman of Blacko Parish Council. 

USEFUL NAMES & ADDRESSES 
 

Highway problems  
ring Lancashire County Council on  

0845 053 0011  

Blacko Neighbourhood Watch 
Mr  Tom Root, 4, Beverley Road, Blacko, BB9 6LX   698006 

or on line at www.highways@lancashire.gov.uk Blacko School PTA 
Ring Blacko School on 616669 
 

Burnley & Pendle Hospice Care, Blacko Committee 
Mrs Jean Kippax,  The Meadows, Beverley Road, Blacko, BB9 
6LX    612264 

Blacko Events Committee 
Mrs Vivienne Hesketh,  445 Gisburn Road, Blacko, BB9 6LS    
616562  Keep in touch on Facebook – Blacko Events 

Blacko Evangelical Chapel 
Mr John Kay 447029 or 07812 608784 

 

 

BLACKO PARISH COUNCIL meets at 7pm in the School (Beverley Road entrance) on the fourth Tuesday of every month 
(except December), and members of the public are invited cordially to attend 

 

Chairman 
Mr Neil Hodgson, 7, Hollin Fold, Blacko, BB9 6LW  692565 

Members 
Mr Peter Hesketh,  445, Gisburn Road, Blacko,  
BB9 6LS   616562 (Vice Chairman & Blacko News editor) 
Mr Roy Fewster, East Stone Edge Cottage, Barnoldswick Road, 
Blacko, BB9 6RE   616676 
Mr David Stone, 1 Malkin Close, Blacko, BB8 6LY  612441 
Mrs Elaine Clayton, 448, Gisburn Road, Blacko, BB9 6LZ   
615572 
Mrs Hilary Wager, 563, Gisburn Road, Blacko, BB9 6LZ  
697697 

County Councillors 
Mrs Jenny Purcell, 249, Gisburn Road, Barnoldswick, BB18 5LL  
07917 627447 
Mr David Whipp, Bank Edge, Lockfield Drive, Barnoldswick, 
BB18 6HN  666777 

Borough & Parish Councillor 
Mr Noel McEvoy, 17 Hollin Fold, Blacko, BB9 6LW  07758 
072960 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
Mrs Kelly Wood, 30, Dryden Street, Padiham,  
BB12 8TQ  07713 125677   

   

Blacko News is published by Blacko Parish Council, edited and designed by Peter Hesketh  
and printed by Peter Scott Printers 01282 452221 
VISIT US AT www.blackovillage.com  
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BLACKO EVENTS 

blacko.events@gmail.com 

BLACKO NEWS 
SSUUMMMMEERR  22001177  

SAFER ROADS SOON? 
 

ROAD SAFETY is always a 
primary concern of Blacko 
Parish Council.  After 
lobbying of the County 
Council, the Parish Council’s 
proposal to have the advisory 
20 mph speed on Beverley 
Road between the junction 
with Gisburn Road and 
Malkin Close mandatory and 
extended to the Cross Gaits 
side of Willaston Avenue has 
come a step closer by the 
County Council agreeing that 
the matter being put out to 
consultation.  It was always 
felt by the Parish Council, 
supported by a local petition, 
that the nature of Beverley 
Road with its use by children 
from school walking to the 
recreation ground and 
pedestrians in general using it 
on the narrow section, 
warranted a restriction. 
   Another great concern has been for 
many years (going back to the 1920s) 
that vehicle speeds along the main road 
create a danger.  That is, hopefully, 
going to be resolved to a great degree 
by the installation of average speed 
cameras on the A682 through the 
village and beyond as far as Gisburn in 
September, as one of eight designated 

routes in the County.  The County 
Council has provided the following: 
Average speed camera systems work 
using number plate recognition 
technology and a set of cameras over a 
planned length of road. The system will 
calculate vehicle speed based on the 
time taken to travel between the points 
of a known distance.   
   There will be a significant amount of 
media coverage, communications 
activity and a signage strategy in place 
to ensure motorists know they’re in the 
average speed route.  Signing for 
average speed systems are not a legal 
requirement, but is considered best 
practice. Lancashire’s signing will be 
consistent with that used on average 
speed camera systems elsewhere in the 
UK and meets current guidelines.  
Motorists detected exceeding the speed 
limit on the average speed camera 
routes will be processed in the same 
way as other speeding offences in 
Lancashire – some may be eligible for 
a national speed awareness course or a 
conditional offer of fixed penalty 
(currently £100 and three penalty 
points) or for higher speeds the matter 
may be referred to the Magistrates 
Court.  
   The cameras have been 
commissioned and funded by the 
Lancashire Road Safety Partnership 
and will be enforced by Lancashire 
Constabulary.   
   The cost of the scheme over the five 
year contracted period is £2,150,000; 
this includes all equipment, fully 
managed installation, off-site 
processing, maintenance and on-going  

support. All eight average speed systems have 
been financed by the Lancashire Road Safety 
Partnership and this will continue for the 
duration of the project. Funds are a combination 
of historical road safety reserves earmarked for 
this initiative and costs recovered from driver 
behaviour diversionary courses.  National figures 
from the Department for Transport puts the 
average cost at just more than £2 million per 
fatal collision and nearly £230,000 per serious 
collision.  Any receipts from speeding offence 
fixed penalties and court fines are paid to HM 
Treasury’s consolidated fund, not to local police 
or councils.  
   The average speed camera system is designed 
to have flexibility in its operation and is capable 
of detecting and enforcing speeds for all vehicle 
types, including motorcycles.  The camera 
system that we will use is a multi-lane system 
capable of monitoring all vehicles regardless of 
lane changes and direction of travel.   For further 
information visit: 
http://www.safe2travel.co.uk/speed    

 

 
 

Blacko resident, Councillor David 
Whalley, is Pendle’s new First Citizen, 
seen here with his Mayoress, Barbara.  

Congratulations, Mister Mayor! 
 

What’s on at a glance - full details inside 
Saturday 19th 

August 
Live music & 
entertainment 

Rising Sun 
car park  

2pm – 8pm 

Sunday 3rd 
September 

Village Show & 
Family Fun Day 

12.30pm to 
5pm 

Monday 6th 
November 

Presentation 
Evening at the 
Cross Gaits 

7.30pm 

Wednesday 
13th December 

Over 70s’ 
Christmas Meal 

at the 
Moorcock 

Monday 18th 
December 

Carols around 
the tree Rising 
Sun car park 

6.30pm 
 

Saturday 27th 
January 
Black Tie 

Dinner Dance 
Stirk House 

THE BOULES COURT IS ON ITS WAY!  See page 6 

PLANNING 
LATEST 

THE planning application in 
respect of 14 dwellings and 
the demolition of Hollin Hall 
Farm to form new access as 
reported in the last Blacko 
News was refused by Pendle 
Borough Council.  The 
applicant appealed, and that 
was dismissed by the 
Government’s Planning 
Inspectorate on the grounds 
that inter alia the appeal site 
contributes significantly to 
the setting, character and 
appearance of Blacko.  In the 
context of the nature and 
character of the landscape 
within which Blacko sits, the 
contribution it makes to the 
wider landscape character 
and quality is sizable.  The 
proposed development would 
result in a layout and depth of 
built development at odds 
with the prevailing simple, 
linear form that typifies much 
of Blacko and would be an 
incongruous form of 
development when viewed 
from the local footpath 
network and in longer views 
from the east and southeast.  
The proposal would fail to 
safeguard or enhance the 
landscape character of the 
area, contrary to policy.  
   Previously, a separate 
application had been 
submitted to build houses to 
the rear of 372 Gisburn Road 
and up to Beverley Road, 
along with the demolition of 
number 372.  Lancashire 
County Council raised road 
safety issues, and that 
application was refused by 
Pendle Borough Council. 

GINGERBREAD 
PICTURE FRAMING 
Professional picture framing 

at down-to-earth prices 
 

We mount and frame 
 Prints 
 Watercolours 
 Oils 
 Tapestries 
 Needlework 
 Certificates 

 
Hand-crafted in Blacko 

(Gisburn Road) – Over 30 years 
experience 

 

Please ring Ian on  
01282 449380  

or 07880 796419 
 

 
 

New faces in the Rising Sun!  Pete and Nicola 
Loftus moved from the Anchor at Salterforth 

in January, and soon began making their 
stamp on the popular village pub, starting 

with an afternoon of music and entertainment 
on the car park on Saturday, 19th August 

from 2pm to 8pm.   
WHY NOT GET A TEAM TOGETHER FOR 
THE SUN’S FORTNIGHTLY QUIZ NIGHTS 

STARTING ON  
TUESDAY 1st AUGUST AT 8PM? 

OBITUARIES 
Since the last edition of 
Blacko News, the Parish has 
lost three of its much-loved 
and respected residents. 
   BRIAN RILEY (69) of Beverley 
Road died in December.  Born in 
Burnley, he trained as a plumber, 
but changed careers to become an 
ambulanceman.  He had two spells 
with the Ambulance Service, his 
return prompted by his desire to 
help others.  Very much a 
community man, he was a member 
of Blacko Allotment and 
Horticultural Committee, and a 
dedicated member of the Parish 
Council, where, despite his 
deteriorating health, his 
contribution to village affairs was 
always appreciated greatly.  A 
wonderfully cheery man, Brian will 
be missed greatly, and our 
condolences go out to his widow, 
Linda, and the family. 
   ELIZABETH LALLEY (73) of 
Hill View passed away peacefully 
on 20th December, now reunited 
with her loving husband, Michael.  
The dearly loved Mum of Michelle, 
Nicola and in-laws.  A very popular 
lady she was a proud and devoted 
Nanna, who moved into Hill View 
with Michael in 2012.  “Gone from 
our home, but not from our hearts”. 
   MARY ISON, of Pasture Head, 
who died in May, was a farmer 
through and through. Over 200 
family, friends and members of the 
farming community from far and 
wide packed Blacko Evangelical 
Chapel for the funeral service 
conducted by John Kay.   Mary, a 
great lover of horses, was 
appropriately brought to the chapel 
in a horse-drawn carriage.  She had 
been ill for some time, and that 
prevented her from attending 
village events, such as the Over 
70s’ Christmas meal, and the 
regular Thursday get-together of 
local farmers at the Moorcock Inn.  
Mary was a very likeable lady, and 
will be missed by her son, Chris, 
her family and many friends.  
 
THE BOOK EXCHANGE 
goes from strength to 
strength.  Please don’t 

forget to enter donation 
or returned dates in 

inside the front covers.  
This is to assist in 

rotation. 

 



THERE’S A LOT GOING ON FOR ALL IN BLACKO!  
BLACKO Events Committee has a 
full programme of events for the 
rest of 2017 and into 2018. 
   The highlight of the summer 
calendar is the Village Show and 
Family Fun Day on Sunday, 3rd 
September on the recreation ground 
from 1pm to 5pm.  As always, there 
will be something for everyone, 
ranging from the Blacko Tower Race 
to the Fun Dog Show, and a 
programme and show schedule will be 
delivered to every household in the 
Parish.  Within the horticulture and 
home crafts, this year there will be a 
new section, thanks to the generosity 
of former resident of many years, 
Ralph Woolnough.  An accomplished 
poet, Ralph has sponsored has 
generously sponsored a poetry 
competition in memory of his late 
wife, Margaret. 
   Of course, the whole event is 
labour-intensive, and the committee 
relies heavily on volunteers in the 
setting up on the Friday evening and 
helping on the day.  Please ring 
Vivienne Hesketh on 616562, a soon 
as possible to put your name down.  
Without your assistance, the show 
can’t go on! 
  The next occasion is the annual 
Presentation Evening at the Cross 
Gaits on Monday, 6th November  at                                     

 

 
 

A couple of shots from Beating the 
Bounds annual walk in May 

 

7.30.  This is to award winners in the 
Frontage Competition (all households 
in the village are entered 
automatically), present the winner of 
the Peter Reed Cup to the person who 
has contributed most to the Parish, and 
(hopefully) congratulate ourselves in 
respect of the Best Kept Village 
Competition and Britain in Bloom 
North West.  Last year, two Blacko 
girls, Eleanor and Grace Root, 
commendably took it upon themselves 
to judge Christmas fairy lights on 
houses, sending lovely cards to those 
 

they liked best.  To add to the 
enjoyment, the Events Committee will 
be providing prizes, which will also be 
presented.  All villagers are invited, 
and a free buffet will be provided.   
   And before we know it will be 
Christmas, the programme of events 
starting with the Over 70s’ evening 
meal at the Moorcock on Wednesday, 
13th December, for which all eligible 
residents will receive a personal 
invitation.  If you or someone you 
know is 70 and over and now 
qualifies, or has been overlooked in 
the past, please ring Vivienne on 
616562. 
   The following Monday, 18th 
December, will be the ever-popular 
Carols around the Tree on the Rising 
Sun car park at 6.30pm.  There will be 
singing to Burnley Alliance Silver 
Band, a visit by Father Christmas in 
his sleigh and afterwards a pie and 
peas supper. 
   And the New Year gets into full 
swing on Saturday, 27th January, with 
the formal dinner dance at Stirk 
House, Gisburn. 
   All Blacko Events are to 
raise money towards village 
amenities, and your support 
is always very much 
appreciated. 
 

      BLACKO SCHOOL NOTES 
   from headmaster, Mark Harrison 

AS many of you will know Blacko 
Primary School is in the process of 
becoming an academy as part of 
the Pennine Trust. This Trust will 
have five other members and is 
therefore called a Multi Academy 
Trust (MAT). The six schools work 
together extremely well and at a 
time when it is inevitable that all 
schools will eventually have to 
become academies we know that 
we could not have chosen better 
partners. 
    Many people have asked what 
are the advantages of becoming an 
academy? There are many, such as 
a collective clear vision, 
collaboration, accountability and  

systems for working effectively.    
These reasons will improve 
outcomes for all stakeholders, of 
course this includes the most 
important stakeholders, the pupils. 
The school will not need to change 
its name; it will still have its own 
uniform and headteacher and really 
importantly for our parents we will 
become a feeder school to Park 
High. This is seen by most of our 
parents as the biggest positive. 
One reason that matters more to 
Blacko than to the other schools is 
that small schools especially are 
struggling financially due to the 
education cutbacks that we are all 
having to deal with. The chance to 

join with a secondary school and 
five bigger primary schools was too 
good to be true for Blacko as 
security in numbers gives us a 
much better chance of surviving as 
a village school. It is hoped that 
after the set-up costs that 
economies of scale will allow us to 
at least have a better chance of 
being financially viable. 
In case you do not already know 
the schools in the Pennine Trust 
they are: 
Blacko, Colne Park High School, 
Colne Park Primary School, 
Laneshawbridge, Lord Street and 
West Street. 
 
 
 

MORE ROAD SAFETY! 
If parking on footways, 
please leave sufficient 

room for prams and 
wheelchairs to get 

through between your 
car and the wall.  Also, 
please do not park on 
the grass verge at the 

top of the village. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN BLACKO 

NEWS WHICH IS 
CIRCULATED TO EVERY 

HOUSE IN THE PARISH OF 
BLACKO? 

IF SO, PLEASE CONTACT 
THE EDITOR ON 616562 

BLACKO 
EVANGELICAL 

CHAPEL 
is open every Sunday at 

10.30 & 6.30 and for 
Bible reading on 

Wednesdays at 7.00pm 
 

You are assured of a 
warm welcome 

BLACKO FROM THE ARCHIVES 
100 years ago 
The Parish Council minutes record that on 15th January, 
1917 it was agreed that notices be posted urging the 
necessity of producing as many potatoes and vegetables 
as possible, and on 19th March, regarding a circular 
requesting the Parish Council to form a scrutiny 
committee for national service, the clerk was instructed 
to reply that, while fully sympathising with the object, 
so far as it was known, every eligible man in the Parish 
was at present fulfilling Government requirements, 
either in reserved trades, munitions making or had 
already offered their services.  Back to feeding the war 
effort, on 7th June it was reported that applications for 
sugar for preserving purposes were to be made through 
Robert Greenwood. 
50 years ago 
On 16th March, 1967, the clerk was instructed to 
contact the North Calder Water Board regarding the 
very poor water supply to the houses at the top end of 
the village, and at the meeting of 7th August the Council 
was informed that a house-to-house collection had 
taken place in the Parish, realising £65 towards the 
Barrowford flood disaster fund.  Also, a letter from the 
Chief Superintendent of Police at Reedley, informed 
that the speeding of cars through the village was a 
problem, and that he hoped to deal efficiently with the 
matter (see the front page).  A Ford Zephyr or a 
Triumph 650 would have been despatched! 
 
 

10 years ago  
The front page of the Spring, 2007 edition of Blacko 
News was dominated by the on-going problem of the 
derelict shop (now the award-winning barber’s).  It 
was a painful time for the village, being boarded up 
with offensive graffiti, and the police advising 
residents that to paint it out could lead to arrest.          
Another problem beset the village in the shape of the 
Borough Council’s newly introduced re-cycling 
regime, which involved plastic bottles being left out 
in polythene sacks, which blew all over the place.  
The issue also reported that Blacko, having won the 
Small Village Class in the Best Kept Village 
Competition in 2002, and having failed to win the 
Champion Village class, was back to square one in 
the Small Villages.  Mark Harrison had taken over as 
acting-head at the school, and the Parish Council had 
a new clerk, Tony Beckett, taking over from Judith 
Malcolm. 
   In the Autumn edition, there was good news, as 
Blacko won the Small Village class in BKV.  It also 
carried items on the disappointment on an application 
for funding under the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme for 
new play equipment had been turned down (the 
Parish Council soldiered on, and was eventually 
successful).  The Events Committee organised the 
first of several Open Gardens days, and the parish 
lengthsman, Dave Bridge, was awarded the Peter 
Reed Cup for his contribution over the proceeding 12 
months.  

 

To receive information 
on all future events, 

please send your name 
and address to 

blacko.events@gmail.com 
and keep an eye on 
the notice boards! 

 

A Blacko picture teaser! 
What was the grey-coloured house? 

 

 

WANTED! 
Storage space to rent 

for the storage of a 
small classic car.  

Please ring  
David Stone  
on 612441  

if you can help. 

BLACKO BLOOMS AGAIN 
BY THE TIME this 
rather belated issue 
of Blacko News drops 
through letter boxes, 
2017’s Lancashire 
Best Kept Village 
Competition, in 
which Blacko is 
defending its status 
of the Best Kept 
Village in 
Lancashire, will be 
well underway, and 
Britain in Bloom 
North West judges 
will have cast their 
eyes over the village 
to see if another Gold 
is justified. 
  In the last issue, it was 
reported that the War 
Memorial would be 
having a face-lift, and that 
has now been completed, 
thanks to a generous 
donation from Blacko 
Events Committee (which 
in turn benefits from the 
generosity of those who 
support the committee’s 
functions and make 
donations).  The memorial 
itself has been cleaned 
and the lettering 
refreshed, but perhaps the 
most striking aspect has 
been the increased flagged 
area.  Over the years, 
there has been concern 
about the ever-increasing 
numbers attending the 
Remem-brance Service 
who have to stand in the 
road.  That has now been 
addressed.  Needless to 
say, our memorial is 
adorned with flowering 
plants.       

 

 
 

The refurbished War Memorial 
 

   The 6th of June will go down as a red 
letter day for the hardy band of 
volunteers who braved the atrocious 
weather to plant the blooms.  A thorough 
soaking was had by all, which attracted 
the admiration of many villagers.  Suffice 
to say, a logistical issue meant the work 
had to proceed, despite the driving rain.  
Next year, please feel free to don 
waterproofs and join them.  It would be 
very much appreciated (even if the 
weather were to be glorious!). 
   Last year, three raised beds on the grass 
verge at the top of the village were 
purchased by sponsors, and this time, 
three more have been donated.  The aim is 
to have a line of them, so if you would 
like to help for the 2018 competition, 
please contact any of the Parish 
Councillors. 
 

Would you like to sponsor Blacko’s 
Best Kept Village and Britain in 
Bloom North West Competitions 
effort? If so, please ring 616562. 

Our generous sponsors 
this year are 

 A Ashworth & 
Son 

 Peter & Betty 
Byrne 

 The AO Seafood 
Company 

 Salterforth 
Nurseries & 
Garden Centre 

 Robinson & 
Lawlor 

 The Hoare Family 
in memory of 
Jean 

 Wheatley 
Financial Services 

 Netta Barrow & 
family in memory 
of David 

 Nicola Ogden 
 John & Anne-

Marie McBeath 
 J T Lloyd 

Limited 
 Sean & Jenny 

MacParland 
 Blacko Events 

Committee 
 The Rising Sun 

 

and a big “thank you” 
to those who have 
kindly made personal 
donations both 
monetary and in kind. 


